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Always be Sincere and Honest to Your Organisation
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I will not let anyone walk through my mind with his dirty feet.
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Power corrupts but absolute power corrupts absolutely
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CORRUPTION IN INDIAN SOCIETY : 75th YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE
Pramoda Kumar Behera, General Manager/HTI & HMTP 
The Central Vigilance Commission has decided that this year the vigilance awareness week would be observed 
from 26th October to 1st November, 2021 with the theme” INDEPENDENT INDIA @ 75: SELF RELIANCE WITH 
INTEGRITY”. The Central Vigilance Commission, as part of its efforts to promote probity in public life and to 
achieve a corruption free society, observes Vigilance Awareness Week every year. 
 The week in which 31st October, the birthday of late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, falls is observed as 
Vigilance Awareness Week. The observance of Vigilance Awareness Week renews the commitment to achieve 

the goals of promoting integrity, transparency and accountability in public life. The Commission, therefore, lays greater emphasis 
on generation of awareness among the public as a more effective and sustainable means of fighting corruption.
All Indians must contribute to make India a powerful country. India does not want to attack others but is fully capable of giving a 
befitting reply to every challenge. In the coming times, we will build an even stronger India. There should be a joint affort, both 
form the individual and the government authorities to deal with any challenge that may endanger the safety, security, unity and 
integrity of the nation.
The Central Vigilance Commission has asked all government departments to sensitise people to expose corruption. 
Independence day is marked by a strong sense of patriotism and nationalism across the country. The day also reflects our pride and 
solidarity in the country's diversity. India, a land of people of all religions living together in a diversified society with a rich cultural 
heritage, celebrates this significant occasion with tremendous joy. We are elated, and it motivates us to defend our motherland 
against any attack on the country's dignity and sovereignty. Corruption in the Indian society has prevailed even from ancient times 
in one form or the other. The basic inception of corruption started with our opportunistic leaders who have already done greater 
damage to our nation. People who work on right principles are unrecognized and considered to be foolish in modern society. 
Corruption in India is a result of nexus between bureaucrats, politicians and criminals. Earlier, bribes were paid for getting wrong 
things done, but now bribe is paid for getting wrong things done at right time. Further, corruption has become probably a symbol 
of respect in India, because respectable people are involved in it. Social corruption like less weighing of products, adulteration in 
edible items, and bribery of various kinds have incessantly prevailed in the society.
Measures towards control/eradication of corruption in India:
 The Right to Information Act is a prowerful tool with the help of which one can have the required information about the 

Government, such as what the Government is doing with our tax deposits. There is a Public Information Officer (PIO) 
appointed in every Government Department, who is responsible for collecting information desired by the citizens and 
providing them with the relevant information on payment of a nominal fee to the PIO. If the PIO refuses to accept 
the application or if the applicant does not receive the required information on time then the applicant can make a 
complaint with the concern authority which has the power to impose a penalty up to Rs.25,000 on the errant PIO.

 Central Vigilance Commission is the apex authority to check curruption in India. It was setup by the Government 
to advise and guide Central Government agencies in the areas of vigilance. If there is any case of corruption or any 
complaint thereto, then that can be reported to the CVC. CVC also shoulders the responsibility of creating more 
awareness among people regarding the consequences of giving and taking of bribes and corruption.

 Establishment of special courts for speedy justice can be a huge positive aspect. Much time should not elapse 
between the registration of a case and the delivery of judgment.

 Strong and stringent laws need to be enacted which give no room for the guilty to escape.
 In many cases, the employees woo corrupt means out of compulsion and not by choice. Some people are of the 

opinion that the wages paid are insufficient to feed their families. If they are paid better, they would not be forced 
to accept bribe.

 One thing that needs to be ensured is proper, impartial, and unbiased use of various anti-social regulations to take 
strong, deterrent, and timely legal action against the offenders, irrespective of their political influences or money 
power. Firm and strong steps are needed to curb the menace and an atmosphere has to be created where the good, 
patriotic, intellectuals come forward to serve the country with pride, virtue, and honesty for welfare of the people 
of India.

Discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishment of Good
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INDEPENDENT INDIA @ 75 : SELF RELIANCE WITH INTEGRITY
Kumar Anubhav, Manager (Vigilance)
India, the land of culture and heritage, after getting independence emerged largest democracy in the 
world. After Independence, India has got landmark achievement in almost each and every field and 
is all set to become world's super power. The way was never so easy. The challenge of maintaining 
unity in diversity, preserving culture and fighting with the problems of society such as poverty, 
illiteracy, population growth, border problem with neighbor country and many more had given us 
concept of self-reliance. 

Self-reliance is a vision, which can make a country rich and prosperous. Integrity is the most pious and decent way to 
achieve this vision. But, for our country, the mantra “Self - reliance with integrity” may prove to be an effective and 
result oriented one. At the time of independence, India's GDP which stood at around Rs 2.7 lakh core has travelled far 
to be Rs 147.79 lakh crore today and is also the fifth-largest economy in the world at present. As per Bank of America, 
the Indian economy is expected to become the third-largest economy by 2031. In terms of food production, India has 
seen a turnaround in food production and has emerged as a net exporter since the 1950s and 1960s when it was in a 
stage where it used to receive food as aid. Indian total food production stood at around 54.92 million tons in 1950 has 
risen to around 305.44 million tons in 2020-21. The data achieved today sounds magical and seems to be very difficult 
at the time of independence. If we look back we find that the foundation stones of these major acheivments were laid 
during the time of independence itself. Our first Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru also known as architect of 
modern India has the vision of self-reliance. He worked with Integrity and established steel plants and engineering 
plants to make India self-dependent in field of iron, steel and engineering and laid the foundation stone of development 
for independent India. Our second Prime Minister, Shri Lal Bhadur Shastri had successfully executed operation flood 
in India (white revolution). It helped India change from being a milk-deficient country to the world's greatest milk 
producer. He had given the salogan “Jai Jawan, Jai kishan” with a vision of making India a self-dependent country 
in field of dairy, agriculture and defence. He worked hard and gave his honest efforts as a result of  which we are 
heading towards self dependence in these fields. The vision of self-reliance with integrity is witnessed by India in 
the field of Atomic research, Space exploration and missile technology. Father of the Indian nuclear programme Dr. 
Homi Jehangir Bhabha, together with Dr. Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai an Indian physicist and astronomer initiated space 
research and helped India to become a nuclear power. The Missile Man of India Dr. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul 
Kalam was the gem of India who made India self-dependent in the field of space technology.
After Independence there are some dark patches. Unemployment, illiteracy, poverty, population growth and many 
more are curse to the society. These problems still hinder the path of development of our country. In path of making 
India self-sufficient in various fields, our numerous projects had either failed or over budgeted because of corruption 
and illegal activities. Had the people involved in these projects followed the mantra of “Self-reliance with integrity”, 
the project failure rate would have been very less and there would have been more success stories of India.

VIGILANCE AND E - GOVERNANCE
R. K. Jha, SDGM I/c MM/HEC
Vigilance means watchfulness or to bring awareness. Vigilance came into existence mainly for the purpose 
of fighting corruption. Corruption involves misuse of power, money, government property etc. Though 
corruption can’t be brought down to zero level, but it could be brought as low as possible. This can be ensured 
by watchfulness, caution and vigilance. 
E- Governance is the use of various modern information and communication technologies such as internet, 
Local area networks, mobile phones etc. by the government to promote democracy and minimize the corruption 

level. E-Governance is electronic management and electronic controllership. Therefore, vigilance and e-governance are required 
for ensuring corruption less function of any organisation.
In order to achieve this purpose, government has implemented various online services under national e-governance plan like 
property registration, railway reservation, pensions, passport, visa, company affairs, land records, e-court etc. They are proven to 
be effective not only for fighting against corruption but also for improving the efficiency, effectiveness and comfortness of public.
Every one should participate in curbing the corruption. At organisation level it refers to participation of all internal and external stakeholders 
in curbing the corruption. Each and every employee of the organisation must contribute towards building a TEAM, where:
T  - stands for technology and transparency.
E  - for efficiency and empowerment.
A  - for audit trail and accountability. 
M  - for metrics measurement and mutual co- operation.
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INDEPENDENT  INDIA @ 75: SELF RELIANCE WITH INTEGRITY

 Bijay Kumar, SDGM (I/c) Contract Cell & Disp/FFP
The country has travelled a long way since  we were liberated from the shackles of slavery and it’s high time to 
assess in retrospection, the achievement of the nation. Various vistas can be assigned for this viz:- progress in 
education, science and technology, agriculture, health, industrial development, social media etc. 
The concept of self reliant India emerged during the extraordinary apocalyptic situation arising out of covid, 
when economic package was announced by the Government.

“Atmanirbhar Bharat” mission emphasizes cutting down the imports, exploring the indigenous amenities and we can very well say 
that our nation has successfully accomplished the onerous task, exuding confidence.  .
India is mother of democracy and its post independence era is marked with tales of accomplishments. The nation is leaving its foot 
prints from Mars to moon. Different aspects that can be enumerated to assess the self reliance can be classified.
• Economic growth :- An independent India was suffering from shattered economy, and was poverty stricken along 

with menace of illiteracy. Suitable and wise economic policies brought forth the result and came to its rescue 
supported by policies of liberization and privatizations,, relaxed FDI policy has further enhanced the economic 
growth.  

• Service System Growth:- A remarkable and commendable growth in IT sector has revolutionized the nation, 
in which several multi-national firms continue to outsource their tele-service. The service sector employs 31% 
of the Indian workforce. In the 60s, the sector employed 4.5% of the working population, service sector has a 
contribution of around 54% of Indian GDP and the figure continues to grow.

• Agricultural Growth :- Post independence era has seen a continual growth in agriculture. Enhancement in farm 
area, high yield variety of crops have yielded better agricultural production. Consistent investment in research, 
land reforms, and polices, improvement  in provident in rural infrastructure  have added a new dimension to  self 
– reliance.

• Infrastructure Development:- The increased Indian road network is yet another land mark achievement , 
Sincere efforts have led to the expansion of network of state highways and major district roads, which in turn 
are contributing towards industrial growth. Launching of PM Gatishakti programme will further enhance the 
infrastructure development of the country. This is multimodel connectivity to economic zones, a digital platform 
which brings 16 ministries for integrated planning and co-ordinated implementation. This is projected as a 
foundation of next 25 years of India’s development.

 Power drive and generation of electricity has increased from 1362 MW in 1947 to 356,818 MW in 2019.  Rural 
electrification in villages has grown exponentially.

• Health sector:-In the field of health, our nation has exhibited a commendable self-reliance. Induction of 
“Aayushman Bharat” by Govt. is yet another feather in the cap of self-reliance. Drafting of UHI (Unified Health 
Interface) is expected to bring forth miraculous results.  The nation has shown vaccine-revolution recently for 
citizens when there was uncertainty, unleashed by Covid pandemic.

• Education and educational policy:- Establishment of different institutions (for different curriculum) stands the 
nation in good stead. In the past years increased number of institutions have brought the education to door steps 
with accessibility to downtrodden and oppressed class. The educational policy is way forward to make India 
a thriving knowledge hub. Education has become a fundamental right by amendment in constitution .A paltry 
literacy rate of  nation has also increased .

• Scientific achievements:- Development in the sphere of Science, technology, labs has grown by leaps and bounds. 
Launching of space satellite, planting of flag on lunar surface, different space programmes by ISRO, missiles and 
nuclear development are notable achievements where our technological are performing their duties with aplomb.

To sum up we can say that the edifice of prosperity of a nation can be built on the foundation of integrity. The days are 
not far away when the nation will be bracketed under the developed countries provided every citizen exudes sincerity, 
integrity, honesty.

"Be a Whistle Blower and Help Your Organisation"
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN ERADICATING CORRUPTIONS

Ajay Kumar, SDGM (Vigilance)
Citizen participation in all the facets of governance is not a new concept in democracy, but it has gained pace 
in last one decade after popularization of social platform and electronic media. In democracy common citizens 
have "the right to participate in decisions that affect public welfare" and such "participation is an instrumental 
driver of democratic and socio-economic change, which is a fundamental way to empower citizens".

In a country like India and many more third world countries, there is a concrete risk of the normalization of corruption and the 
decline of public criticism of manifestations of corruption. For bulk of the population, corruption ends up being considered a 
necessary evil or even a shortcut to access some important goods. 

In such contexts, the critical attitude of citizens toward corruption is weakened or altogether lost leading to citizen apathy, a lack 
of civic engagement and a lack of trust in the political and democratic process. Citizen apathy and indifference are dangerous for 
country in long run because where citizens fail to hold public officials accountable, corruption spreads even further and general 
population loses faith in democratic processes.

Therefore, citizen participation in relation to anti-corruption efforts is essential to strengthen our country. Corruption bypasses 
democratic mechanisms and is a violation of democratic inclusion. Corruption bypasses the laws and rules that were democratically 
established and excludes those who do not participate in corrupt exchanges. For this reason, the role of citizens is better understood 
in terms of social accountability, where the citizens oppose corruption by keeping it in check, critically assessing the conduct and 
decisions of office holders, reporting corruption misdoings and crimes, and asking for appropriate countermeasures.

Concrete ways in which individual citizens may contribute to the fight against corruption include reporting on corruption to the 
authority or through the media, and supporting training programmes and sensitization campaigns that aim to create a culture 
of integrity and zero tolerance for corruption. Refusing to participate in corrupt practices is an important act of resistance. As 
technology has advanced, new methods of citizen reporting have become available. Most anti-corruption agencies now allow 
reports to be made online. In many countries, smartphone applications are enabling citizens to easily report incidents of corruption. 

World Bank has its own Integrity App. This app allows users to make confidential reports of fraud and corruption in World Bank 
projects. It also provides links to the outcomes of investigations. Another approach to reporting corruption outside official channels 
is through the use of crowdsourcing and social media. For example, Swati and Ramesh Ramanathan created the online platform 
called “I paid a Bribe” to expose everyday corruption by allowing people to post their stories anonymously. The website has not 
only served to document corruption, but also to increase awareness among the public.  

Citizen apathy or a lack of civic engagement towards corruption may be addressed by empowering citizens and by introducing 
innovative approaches to citizen participation.

NEVER GIVE UP

Rajeev Kumar Prasad, Manager (Vigilance) 
On the way to my office, I saw a man, who was a newspaper vendor, but was 
unique. He was not similar to other newspaper vendors, he was physically 
handicapped. He was one legged and with the help of stick, could ride a 
bicycle and sell newspapers in HEC Township and near HEC Goalchakker.

I met him and found him full of positive energy. He was not blaming to the God to make him 
physically handicapped or blaming our society for not giving equal opportunity to handicapped 
people. He could be a beggar but he refused to become a beggar and accepted  the challenges of 
life 
Most of us show sympathy to the physically handicapped people and think that they cannot fit in 
main stream of the society. We wonder as to how a phycally handicapped person can do cycling 
and sell newspapers in Township, but the man proved that “where there is a will, there is a way”. 
This is a small motivational story for those people who have lost their courage after facing one or two failures in their life.

Work is not to make money, you work to justify life
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